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HISTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY CONGRESS

The International Leprosy Association (ILA) was created in January 1931, as a result
of a conference, held in Manila, which was organized by the Leonard Wood Memorial
for the coordination of leprosy. The purposes of the ILA are to “encourage and facilitate
mutual acquaintance and collaboration between persons of all nationalities concerned in
leprosy work and the coordination of their efforts; to facilitate the dissemination of knowl-
edge of leprosy and its control; and in any other practicable manner to aid in the antileprosy
campaign throughout the world; and to this end to publish a scientific journal of leprosy.
It shall endeavor to cooperate with any other institution or organization dealing with
leprosy work.”

The INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEPROSY, whose first issue was published in 1933, has
for over five decades served as a link among leprosy workers throughout the world. One
of its responsibilities is to hold an International Leprosy Congress once every five years.
Previous Congresses include:

Congress Site Date
I Berlin 1897

II Bergen (Norway) 1909
I11 Strasbourg 1923
v Cairo 1938
\"% Havana 1948
VI Madrid 1953
VII Tokyo 1958
VIII Rio de Janeiro 1963
IX London 1968
X Bergen 1973

XI Mexico City 1978
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