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Trichosporon beigelii Infection in Hansen's Disease

To THE EDITOR:
Fungi of the genus Trichosporon are

known to cause superficial mycetic infec-
tions (white piedra) characterized by the
presence of hard nodules along the hair.
White piedra is reported to be present most-
ly in temperate and tropical regions, and

gtt
FIG. 1. Skin biopsy showing yeast phase of 7'. bei-

gelii in the dermis (hematoxylin and eosin, x 400).

one case has been reported from India ( 1, 3 ).
We report isolation of Trichosporon beigelii
from a long-standing ulcer over an anes-
thetic Hansen's lesion.

A 60-year-old male with lepromatous
leprosy of 20 years duration presented with
a nonhealing ulcer of 3 years duration over
the anterior aspect of the right ankle. The
ulcer was present over the anesthetic skin.
Measuring 3 cm in diameter with necrotic
debris in the floor, with an indurated base
and raised hyperkeratetic margins, the ulcer
was biopsied to rule out fungal infection or
malignancy. A culture of scrapings from the
margin of the ulcer grew Trichosporon bei-

FIG. 2. T. beigelii, soft, wrinkled, off-white colonies
on Sabouraud dextrose agar without antibiotics.
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FIG. 3. Arthrospores and blastospores (Gram stain,
x 400).

gelii. The yeast phase of this organism is
seen in the dermis (Fig. 1). The fungus grew
on Sabouraud dextrose agar (SDA) without
antibiotics (Fig. 2), microscopically show-
ing blastospores and arthrospores (Fig. 3)
(4) .

Trichosporon beigelii, formerly known as
Trichosporon cutaneus, is an inhabitant of
the soil and is occasionally found on normal
human skin. Twelve cases of invasive dis-

ease, either localized or disseminated, have
been reported (4). The infections involved
are almost all opportunistic and occur as
the result of a barrier break or in patients
with some degree of immunodeficiency,
physiologic imbalance, or disruption of the
normal resident fungal and bacterial flora
(4). Eradication of this cutaneous infection
is difficult although amphotericin B, 5-fluo-
rocytesine, and ketoconazole have been ad-
vocated for treatment for their possible syn-
ergistic effect (2). Spontaneous remission
may occur in many cases once the under-
lying systemic disease is controlled, as in
our patient.
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