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micronodular nontuberculoid granuloma
showing AFB was only mentioned in papers
studying the Mitsuda reaction in MB cases
(29,

We found in the biopsies of the Mitsuda
reactions of the consanguineous contacts of
MB cases a nontuberculoid histiocytic in-
filtrate with AFB. Comparing these obser-
vations with the findings in the literature
cited above, the following question can be
raised: Could this histological pattern in
these contacts indicate a subclinical infec-
tion?

—Maria Angela Bianconcini Trindade,
M.D.
Raul Negrao Fleury, M.D., Ph.D.
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International Gandhi Award

To THE EDITOR:

The Gandhi Memorial Leprosy Foun-
dation (GMLF) introduced the Internation-
al Gandhi Award in 1986. The Award is
given every second year on 30 January at
the hands of the President of India.

The Award is being looked after by the
International Gandhi Award Committee
under the Chairmanship of Shri. K. R. Na-
rayanan, the Vice President of India. Shri.
J. S. Tilak, Chairman of the Maharashtra
Legislative Council, is Vice Chairman of the
Committee. Other members of the Award
Committee include the Honorable Minis-
ters for Health and Family Welfare, Social
Welfare, Information and Broadcasting, and
for Foreign Affairs, and eminent persons.
Dr. S. K. Gokhale is the Convenor of the
Committee.

The nominations received are examined
by an International Expert Group which
recommends three names in order of grad-
ing to the GMLF. Final selection of the re-
cipient will be by the GMLF. The members
of this group include the Chief, Leprosy Di-

vision, World Health Organization; the
President of the International Leprosy As-
sociation; the Chairman of GMLF; Dr. V.
Ramalingaswamy, Special Advisor to Ex-
ecutive, UNICEF; and Dr. E. Megagulu,
Swaziland National Society for Handi-
capped, Africa.

The Award consists of: a) one hundred
thousand rupees, b) a gold medallion, and
¢) a citation. The presentation of the Award
by His Excellency, the President of India,
is at a public function held in New Delhi
on 30 January.

The Award is open to any person of any
nationality and religion who has worked in
the field of leprosy for a period of not less
than 10 years and made an active contri-
bution in any aspect of leprosy work re-
sulting in the amelioration of suffering of
leprosy patients, enabling them to lead a
normal, useful life in society.

I am writing this letter to invite nomi-
nations from every country. The last date
for receiving nominations for the 1994
Award is 15 June 1993. They may be sent
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to the Convenor of the Award Committee
marked “CONFIDENTIAL—Nomina-
tions for International Gandhi Award.” The
address of the Convenor is: % International
Leprosy Union, Bharat Scout Grounds
Compound, “Gurutrayi” Building, 1779-
1784 Sadashiv Peth, Pune 411030, India.
There is no form prescribed for applica-
tion. The nomination should be accompa-
nied by a photograph of the nominee, his
bio-data and copies of a few of his important
papers (research contributions, etc.). If you
need further information, please feel free to
write to the Convenor at the Pune address.
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We shall be thankful to have your co-
operation in the wide circulation of this in-
vitation for nominations from every coun-
try and, especially, the leprosy circle so that
an eligible veteran leprosy worker can be
nominated before the stipulated date.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. S. K. Gokhale

Convenor
International Gandhi Award Committee
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