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Pedal Edema Following Clofazimine Therapy;
A Case Report

To THE EDITOR:

A 58-year-old male patient who was di-
agnosed as having borderline borderline
leprosy with a bacterial index of 2.0 was
started on multidrug therapy (MDT) with
dapsone, rifampin and clofazimine on the
schedule recommended by the World Health
Organization. Baseline investigations ruled
out the possibility of any systemic illness
before MDT was started. He gave no clin-
ical history of reactional states, nor was there
any evidence that he developed either type
1 or type 2 reaction. He was not put on any
other drugs for any other condition. Eight
months after the onset of MDT he devel-
oped bilateral, pitting, nontender pedal ede-
ma. This edema was gradually progressive
for up to 12 months of therapy and then
became static.

Since the pedal edema became evident
only after chemotherapy was started, there
is a likelihood that perhaps it might be re-
lated to the chemotherapy. Among the drugs
used in the MDT regimen only clofazimine
is known to have a long half-life with de-
position in the lymph nodes (- 2).

Duerksen, et al. have observed that there
is an increased incidence of stasis ulcers in
patients who are on clofazimine therapy ().
The possibility of clofazimine causing lym-
phatic stasis and consequent pedal edema

has been raised (* 3) and cannot be excluded
in this case.

—Dr. P. Y. Tyagi

Lott Carey Baptist Hospital
5 Ansari Road
New Delhi 110001, India

—Dr. Tom Oommen

Department of Pharmacology
Christian Medical College
Ludhiana 141008, India
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